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Kate Walsh is president and chief executive officer of Boston Medical Center (BMC), a private, 
not-for-profit academic medical center that disproportionately serves low-income patients and 
anchors the BMC Health System with an operating revenue of $2.8 billion. In her role, Ms. 
Walsh leads the BMC and the Boston Medical Center HealthNet Plan, which provides health 
insurance and access to care to nearly 300,000 low-income individuals. In partnership with the 
dean, she also oversees the faculty practice plan for Boston University School of Medicine.  
 
As an undergraduate, Ms. Walsh played on the women’s ice hockey team and volunteered at the 
Fair Haven Community Health Center. She graduated from Yale College in 1977 and received a 
degree in hospital management from the Yale School of Public Health two years later. For nearly 
a decade, she served in a variety of positions in New York City hospitals. 
 
Ms. Walsh returned to her home city of Boston in 1988, first as an assistant general director in 
medical services at Massachusetts General Hospital (MGH). During a fourteen-year tenure at 
MGH she advanced twice, ultimately becoming senior vice president of medical services and of 
the MGH Cancer Center. From 2002 to 2005 Ms. Walsh was chief operating officer of Novartis 
Institutes for BioMedical Research in Cambridge, Massachusetts, where she oversaw the 
operations of five sites and established new headquarters, helping transition from a staff of three 
to over one thousand.  
 
From 2005 to 2010 Ms. Walsh served as executive vice president and chief operating officer of 
Brigham Health. During her tenure, the health system opened the Carl J. and Ruth Shapiro 
Cardiovascular Center with state-of-the-art technology and Silver LEED certification. In March 
2010 she assumed her current position at BMC. Under her direction, BMC has transitioned from 
significant operating losses to financial stability, launched its campus redesign plan, and 
developed the Boston Accountable Care Organization as part of BMC’s ongoing commitment to 
“exceptional care, without exception.”  
 
Ms. Walsh previously served on the boards of Emmanuel College and the Northeastern 
University School of Business, and was the chair of the Advisory Board of the Clinical Center at 
the National Institutes of Health. She is the incoming board chair of the Massachusetts Hospital 
Association and a director of the Boston Public Health Commission, the Federal Reserve Bank 
of Boston, and Pine Street Inn, a Boston-based organization that supports and advocates for 
homeless individuals. She has received honorary degrees from Emmanuel College and Suffolk 
University, and was the recipient of the Greater Boston Chamber of Commerce’s 2014 Pinnacle 
Award for Excellence in Health Care, Arts, and Education. 
 
At Yale, Ms. Walsh served on the Corporation Committee on the School of Medicine and is 
currently a member of the University Council. As a first-generation college student, she 
considers her time at the university life-changing and would be honored by the opportunity to 
serve as an alumni fellow. 
 



Ms. Walsh resides in Wellesley, Massachusetts, with her husband, Erik Garpestad, and their two 
daughters.  
 
 


